
A gift of dental health
Two years ago, Osoyoos dentist Dr. Jason Bartsch and wife Amy spent time in Peru, taking quality dental care to poor people 
there, including these happy youngsters on the Bartsches’ knees. Next month the Osoyoos couple will be off to the Philip-
pines for another two-week dentistry session.  See story on Page 8.     Photo courtesy of Amy and Jason Bartsch
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Osoyoos couple to share gift 
of dental care in Philippines
By Lawrence McMahen

Osoyoos Times____________________

On January 6, for the 
second time in two years, 
Osoyoos dentist Dr. Jason 
Bartsch and his wife Amy 
will be taking the gift of 
free dental health care to 
needy people in another 
part of the world.

In January 2005, the 
couple travelled to rural 
Peru – and the experi-
ence proved so rewarding 
that they’ve been looking 
forward to another trip 
ever since.

This time, Bartsch ex-
plains, he and Amy will 

be joining eight fellow 
Canadian dentists and 
about 20 volunteer help-
ers on a two-week trip to 
remote parts of the Phil-
ippines.

It’s all part of ‘Kind-
ness in Action’, an organ-
ization started nine years 
ago by Alberta dentist 
Dr. Amil Shapka.

A number of exped-
itions are organized each 
year, with groups of Can-
adian dentists and vol-
unteers taking suitcases 
full of a variety of dental 
equipment and supplies 
for use on their mission.

The Bartsches will fly 

directly from Vancouver 
to Manila, where they 
will meet up with the rest 
of their team members.

They will be billeted 
by local people and will 
carry out their dental 
work in the towns of 
Marilao – operating out 
of a school – and Baca-
lod and Sipalay on the 
Philippine island of Ne-
gros.

“We will have a couple 
of portable dental com-
pressors,” to run equip-
ment including drills, 
Jason says. “We’ll have 
everything we need for 
basic dentistry.” But they 
won’t have X-ray equip-
ment.

Much of their work 
will consist of fillings and 
tooth extractions.

“It’s primarily emer-
gent care for people in 
pain,” he explains.

“We can expect people 
to walk three or four 
hours just to see us,” he 
adds.

“In Peru we had about 
the same number of den-
tists as this time, and we 
averaged about 175 pa-
tients a day, and about 
250 to 300 extractions a 
day and 100 to 150 fill-
ings a day,”

“The highlight is the 
people,” Bartsch says. 
From his and Amy’s ex-
perience in Peru, they 
find the people to be 
“completely gracious 
and appreciative. To see 
the smiles on the faces of 
the little kids and their 
mothers, knowing we 
were helping them, it just 
fills you with satisfac-
tion.”

The gruelling work, in 
primitive conditions, will 
be worth it. Bartsch says, 
“I’ve been given the skills 
I’ve been given for a rea-
son” – and he and Amy 
are happy to be sharing 
those skills with people 
around the world.

Dr. Jason Bartsch and 
wife Amy provide den-
tal care to a youngster 
in rural Peru in 2005. 
Next month they’ll join 
another group tak-
ing dental help to poor 
people in the Philip-
pines.  Photo courtesy of 
Amy & Jason Bartsch
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